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Thursday, June 1st     Volunteer Breakfast 9:30 am 
Friday, June 2nd         3rd Grade Recorder Concert 2:30 pm  
       4th Grade to St. Mary’s City  
Tuesday, June 6th        5th Grade Ceremony- 9:30 am  
Thursday, June 8th      Kindergarten Ceremony- 9:30 am 
Monday, June 12th     Schools Close at 12:40 

Tuesday, June 13th        - School Closes at 12:40 

Looking Ahead 
Thursday, August 31st     Back to School Ice Cream Social 
       ELL (English Language Learner) Night 

Tuesday, September 5th      

Principal’s Message   

 

It is so hard to believe that another school year is coming to a close so soon. This has been a 
great year at WES. We are confident that the children have participated in many meaningful 
learning activities and they are all well prepared to meet the academic challenges that face 
them in the future. We want to take this opportunity to thank all of our parents, caregivers, 
and community members who have supported us in our efforts this year. Have a safe and 
restful summer vacation.   
 

Summer Office Hours: M-F 8:00 am – 3:30 pm 
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Assistant Principal’s Message  
PARCC Updates 
Our third, fourth, and fifth grade students have completed their first online PARCC assessment.  
Students worked diligently throughout each section of the reading and math tests and were 
able to utilize the skills they have learned throughout the year.  Students benefitted from 
online practice and were able to navigate the online format.  At this time, the Maryland State 
Department of Education has shared that results should be available to schools in July.  MSDE 
has not yet released a date for results to be provided to parents.  We will update you in our 
summer mailing.   
I want to thank our community for your continued support.  Westchester is an amazing school 
and I look forward to working with you and your children.  Have a wonderful summer!!   
 

Fond Farewell  
We are sad to have to say goodbye to our Mrs. Atallah who is moving on to a part time 
position at Arbutus Middle School so that she can spend more time with her young family. She 
will bring to the Arbutus Middle School World Cultures program a wealth of knowledge and 
experience. We wish her all the best. We begin an extensive search process to obtain the very 
best Third Grade Teacher to join us next year.  
 

 Book Fair Update  

This school year our Book Fair was a huge success! We sold enough books to help WES out in 

so many ways. Thank you for your support!!! 

1. Provided our library with new books for our students. 
2. Helped 2 teachers rebuild their classroom libraries. 
3. Provided a fun giveaway to each grade, with 4-5 books for one student in each grade. 
4. Provided the school with Scholastic Magazines for each grade. You may have seen these 

come home in your child’s folder. 
5. Our 2nd grade classes received “Guided Reading Books” Level A-I (around 450 books 

total) 
Thank you to all whom volunteered at our Book Fair this Fall and Spring. Enjoy the books 

purchased this year and we look forward to seeing the smiling faces of our WES students next 

year.                                                              Sincerely, Elizabeth Newton, WES PTA Book Fair Chair 
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A Note from the Reading Specialist  

As another school year comes to a close, I’d like to take a minute to say “THANK YOU” to each 

and every one of you for your efforts in creating a culture of literacy at home  

This summer, commit to summer reading and be a reading family! Research shows: “Summer 

reading loss refers to the decline in a child’s reading development that can occur during 

summer vacation when they are away from the classroom and not participating in formal 

literacy programs” (Allington &McGill-Franzen, 2003).  

Did you know that BCPS has a variety of resources for parents? Logon to http://www.bcps.org/ 

and click the “Parents” tab, then “Parent Resources”. Here you’ll find resources for Summer 

Programs offered/supported by BCPS, as well as activities happening at several Baltimore 

County Public Libraries.  

I hope you have a fun-filled, relaxing break. I look forward to hearing about all of your 

adventures of the summer…and I wouldn’t mind reading all about these adventures in a 

scrapbook or summer journal!    

 

Nurse’s Message   
Student Medications stored in the Health Room 

If you have prescription meds for your child stored in the health room, please pick them up by 

the last day of school. This includes inhalers and EpiPens.  Medications not retrieved will be 

discarded.  

Head Lice 

There have been recent reports of students with head lice. All grades are affected. Please 

check your child for head lice. Some signs of an active infestation include intense itching of the 

scalp, scratch marks on the back of neck, and presence of live lice, which are visible to the eye. 

Students with lice should be treated promptly. CDC.gov has good information about head lice 

detection and treatment.  You may wish to consult your pediatrician or school nurse for 

additional guidance. 

Summer Fun and Safety 

Have a safe and wonderful summer!  
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Water Safety 
              Swimming is a lifelong skill and a fantastic family activity.  Let’s work together to keep our children safe  

The Importance of Water Safety 
1. Drowning is the #1 cause of unintentional injury death for children between the ages of 1 and 4. Drowning is the 

#5 cause of unintentional injury overall.  Children on the Autism Spectrum are drawn to water. Drowning 

accounts for 90% of total U.S deaths reported in children with autism. 

 

2. Every year more than 1,000 children 14 years and younger drown in pools and spas. Thousands more are 

hospitalized. 

 

3. Drowning is fast and silent. Drowning can happen in the time it takes to text a friend. 

 

4. It only takes an inch of water for children to drown. It is not just pools, lakes, and oceans. It is also bathtubs and 

buckets. 

 

5. Fatal and non-fatal drownings are 8 times more likely to happen to children who do not know how to swim. 

 

6. Knowing how to swim does not make a child drown – proof. Children still need adequate supervision. 

                                                        

Water safety is a year round topic. May is designated a special Water Safety month as we get ready for 

a fun summer with more exposure to water. Drowning is a serious topic and not a very pleasant topic 

to think about …but we must.  

Drowning is preventable. Talk to your children about the importance of  

safety around water.   

 Never leave your children unattended around water. We know it sounds strict and harsh, but 

there is no room for compromise. Babies can drown in as little as one inch of water.  

 Please put your cell phone away, forget about the other things you need to do, and give your 

children 100% of your attention when they are near or around water. 

 If your child is invited to a swim party…ASK about the lifeguards and parental involvement. 

Safety Tips 

1. Learn to Swim 

2. Look Before You Leap 

3. Never Swim Alone 

4. Safety on the Pool Deck and around Open Water 

5. On boats and around lakes, rivers and oceans, always use a certified life 

preserver 

6. Have an emergency action plan 

Check out the book Josh The Bay Otter, it is a cute story promoting water safety for 

children 



BCPS STEM Fair  

In April, WES held its annual STEM Fair.  We would like to congratulate all of the students who 

demonstrated their curiosity and love of science through their STEM investigations. At our 

school fair, the following students won medals: 

3rd Grade Safe Racer 

First Place--"Eggs Don't Stop":  Audrey Chambers,  Beckett White, Badger Hipzer, Tyler Lober, Maggie Franks 

Second Place—“Egg Champs”:  Andrew F., Jillian W., Maggie W., Maya G., Thomas F. 

Third Place—“Yolk Folks”:  Ella P., Carlos S., Sean H., Emma S. 

4th Grade STEM Project 

First Place:  Colin Ratta and Bob Lawson 

Second Place: Francesca Strockbine 

Third Place: Bryce Bosley 

5th Grade STEM Projects 

First Place: Max Gentner and Evan Wasser 

Second Place: Emery Strockbine 

Third Place: Alex Rolfe 

The first place winners from each grade level went on to the Baltimore County competition to 

compete with other BCPS schools.  We are proud to announce that Max and Evan earned a 

second place medal for their project: “Sailing Away.”  Colin and Bob won a second place medal 

as well and an extra special award. They both received a Trophy of Excellence for the area of 

mathematical research for their project: “Gas Law vs. Football.”  Congratulations to all our 

participants for representing Westchester Elementary so well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WES 24 Club  

On May 6th, Elena Aldave and Eliza Baldwin represented Westchester in the M&T Bank 24 
Challenge.  The 24 Challenge game is designed to improve skills in mental computation, 
pattern recognition, and deductive reasoning. Each card presents four numbers that can be 
combined to total 24. The challenge is to determine what combination of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and/or division of whole numbers, will yield that solution.  Elena was our 
Double-digit representative and Eliza was our Single-digit representative.  The competition was 
fierce among the fifth graders from all over Baltimore County but both girls had a tremendous 
showing!  They made it to the third round, making them part of the top 24 fifth graders in the 
county!  They will be given a Barnes and Noble gift card for being our Westchester 
Champions.  Congratulations to Elena and Eliza! 

 

Counselor’s Message  

Counselor’s Corner Racheal Jones 410-887-1088/ rjones14@bcps.org 

Volunteers! 
Thank you to all of our wonderful Westchester volunteers 

throughout the school year! We are extremely grateful for your 

time and effort to help our students, teachers, and staff! 

Transitions: 
As our 5th grade students prepare for Middle School, it can be beneficial for you 

to follow up with some fears they may have. 
- Getting lost: Just like being new to WES, teachers are there to help direct you 

- Forgetting locker combination: Practice, write it down in a safe place, & ask an adult for help if 

needed 

- Not knowing anyone: There will be many opportunities to see old friends (at lunch or other 

activities) and make new friends 

THANK YOU!!! 

I want to wrap up the school year with a big THANK YOU to 

the students, parents, staff, and community members that 

contributed to an amazing first year at Westchester! I have 

really enjoyed getting to know and work closely with so 

many of you! 

HAVE A SAFE AND HAPPY SUMMER!!! 

mailto:rjones14@bcps.org


Residency Reminders  

 

5th GRADE RESIDENCY VERIFICATION 
 

All incoming BCPS 6th graders must verify residency in order to be enrolled for the 2017-2018 
school year. To verify residency, please submit the required verifications to Westchester 
Elementary’s front office.  The proper documentation includes:  Photo identification, lease or 
deed, and three pieces of mail sent to the home address within the last 60 days.  All documents 
should reflect the same name and address.  The deadline for submission is Friday, June 9th. 
Thank you to those whose verifications we have already received. Students whose 
verifications have not been submitted before June 30 will be withdrawn from BCPS and the 
student will need to re-enroll at the middle school during the summer. 
 

SHARED DOMICILE  
You will need to verify your domicile for the 2017-2018 school year by providing current 
residency documentation to the school.  In order for your child to continue to be enrolled in 
Baltimore County Public Schools for the 2017-2018 school year, you must provide the 
following on or before June 30, 2017: 
 

1. A completed Shared Domicile Disclosure Renewal Form signed and dated by the 
parent/guardian and the homeowner/lease holder. 

 
2. Three current documents, dated within the past sixty (60) days, verifying your domicile 

at the Baltimore County residence stated above in this letter. 
 

3. A photo identification of parent/guardian. If an address appears on the photo ID, it must 
match the address on the other documents. 

            
Failure to verify that you and your child are domiciled in Baltimore County will result in your 
child's withdrawal from Baltimore County Public Schools. 
 
 

Where to find Information  

School Website:     PTA Website: 

http://westchesteres.bcps.org   www.westchesterespta.org 

 

BCPS School Status Information Line - 443-809-5555 
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